WORLD HISTORY 10AP
THE FALL OF THE USSR


It was the beginning of the age of glasnost, of Gorbachev, and the beginning of the end. In retrospect, this manuscript is a snapshot of some of the troubles that led to the collapse of the United States' main rival only 5 years later.
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DIRECTIONS: Combining elements from several sources-

· my highly stimulating and instructive narrative “Soviet Journal”;

· the readings (Kreis articles) 
· links found at my “Soviet Journal” page (www.hfcsd.org/marozell)
 Construct a summary of 

how the Soviet system failed the people of the USSR and led to its overthrow. Why did the USA “win” the Cold War?
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Include:

· An assessment of the differences between Americans and Russians and their cultures in the mid 1980s, socially, politically, and economically

· Examples of political and economic stagnation and frustration in the USSR and Soviet Bloc states
· Examples of how the Russian people dealt with this

· A discussion of Gorbachev, glasnost and perestroika

· How John Paul II may have played a role in the fall of the Communist monolith

· What it all could mean for Russia, and the United States of America on the world stage- what are the new roles following the demise of the Soviet state?

Even though I will recognize them, I would like parenthetical citations. I would expect it would be at least four typewritten pages in length, double spaced.
Attach the scoring rubric with your assessment of your work circled.

EVALUATION Rating Guide: The Fall of the USSR

Name_____________
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Has the student provided the reader with an adequate overview of what Marxist-Leninist socialism was supposed to provide for the masses? Of what the revolution was supposed to be all about? (check the links)

5

4

3

2

1

Has the student discussed the failings of the Soviet political and economic systems, providing copious examples of each? Were any events from the travel journal included? Has the student discussed how the Russian people dealt with such frustrations while living under the socialist system?

5

4

3

2

1

Can the student reach a conclusion as to how and why the American and Soviet peoples were, simply put, vastly different creatures?

5

4

3

2

1

Has the student reached a conclusion as to the new roles of Russia and the USA in the world following the collapse of the Soviet state?



5

4

3

2

1

TECHNICAL NOTES: scale of 0-3 for each
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1) Does introduction engage the reader in a dramatic fashion?
3

2

1
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2) Does conclusion reveal adequate student reflection on this film, topic, and learning activity?

3

2

1
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3) Have quotes been effectively incorporated into essay? Is it apparent that textbook/outside web sources have been consulted?

3

2

1
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4) Is sentence structure varied and engaging, or is it choppy and repetitious? Are new thoughts developed in new paragraphs? Are student’s thoughts clear, and consistently conveyed through writing?

3

2

1
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5) Is grammar (punctuation, spelling, and capitalization) adequate, or do errors distract reader and detract from overall quality of the paper?

3

2

1
